IF YOoOu ARE THREATENED
OR HARASSED

f anyone threatens you or you feel that you are
eing harassed because of your cooperation with
his case, there are remedies available. Threaten-
ng a witness is a separate federal crime. Accordingly,
t happens much less than you may think. In emer-
gencies call the police immediately. In all other in-
tances, call the Assistant United States Attorney
assigned to the case, the Victim-Witness Coordinator
r the case agent for assistance.

FURTHER ASSISTANCE & SERVICES

If you are a victim, you are entitled to:

Notification of case events, usually by letter or
e-mail, through the Victim Notification System
(VNS).*#*

REMINDER: Please
keep the U.S. Attorney’s Office informed of any
address, e-mail, or telephone number changes.

Referrals to other agencies or professionals for
counseling, shelter, and/or compensation
If you are a victim or a witness, you are
entitled to:
A separate waiting area
and defense witnesses.
Courtroom support.
Information and assistane

parking, and reimbursement (&&=
appearances and pre-court trial interviews.

LIMITED CONFIDENTIALITY STATEMENT

We are here to assist you as you go through the
criminal justice process. However, you should
know that we work as part of a team with the
criminal prosecutor and the investigative case
agent. We do our best to keep sensitive information
confidential. As part of the team, there are times
when we may need to share information you pro-
vide with the other team members. This is espe-
cially important if you share information regarding
your safety, a medical emergency, information that
relates to child abuse, and/or information that is
critical to the investigation or prosecution of the
case

CONTACT INFORMATION

Linda Mersch
Victim-Witness Coordinator
U.S. Attorney’s Office
111 7th Ave SE, Box 1
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401
Main Office Number (319) 363-6333
Toll-Free Number (877) 398-2842

State Compensation Program

State Crisis Hotline

National Organization for
Victim Assistance

National Center for Victims of Crime

* If you believe that an employee of the United
States Attorney's Office failed to provide you
with one or more of your rights as a victim, you
may file an administrative complaint, as pro-
vided under 28 CFR § 45.10. Please contact
the United States Attorney's Office to obtain
information about these procedures

** For more information about victim impact
statements see “Victim Impact Statements:
Know Your Rights” pamphlet or call the Victim
-Witness Coordinator.

*** For more information about the Victim
Notification System (VNS) see “The Depart-
ment of Justice Victim Notification System”
blue pamphlet or call the Victim-Witness
Coordinator.

INFORMATION AND

ASSISTANCE

FOR

VICTIMS AND WITNESSES

OF

FEDERAL CRIME

SEAN R. BERRY
Acting United States Attorney

LINDA MERSCH
Victim-Witness Coordinator
Main Office - (319) 363-6333

Toll-Free - (877) 398-2842




INFORMATION FOR VICTIMS AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE PROCESS ASSISTANCE AND OTHER SERVICES
WITNESSES OF FEDERAL CRIME :
As the case moves through the federal court system, there are

several events that typically occur: The Emotional Impact of a Crime
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RESTITUTION AND COMPENSATION

Victim Compensation
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